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said, " Wherever the Muslims entered, a change
came over the countries; order took the place oi
lawlessness and peace and plenty smiled on the
land. As war was not the privileged profession
of one caste, so labour was not the mark of de-
gradation to another. The pursuit of agriculture
was as popular with all classes as the pursuit of
Islam. The Prophet's devotion to knowledge and
science was great and he used to ask his follower
to seek for knowledge * even unto China V It is
said in the holy Quran, " Acquire knowledge, be-
cause he who acquires it in the way of the Lord
performs an act of piety; who speaks of it, praises
the Lord; who seeks it, adores God; who dis-
penses instruction in it, bestows alms; and who
imparts it to its fitting objects, performs an act
of devotion to God/* It was for this reason that
poetry, grammar, history, mathematics, the art
of recitation* the art of calligraphy were studied
with great care. Later on, literary and scientific
works in foreign languages were translated into
the Arabic* Astronomy, geography, chemistry,
and natural history were developed, and many
valuable discoveries were made in these sciences.
Medicine and surgery received much impetus
aad architecture was greatly favoured.
It would, however, be interesting to know how
the Arabs first came to India, It is said that the
Arabs were a nation of sailors and traders. They
had business connections with India during the